IN ITS CLASSIC AGE                      241

Well does Sse-ma-chfien say, 'He wrote to asperse the
school of K'ung Fu-tse, and to glorify the mysteries of
Lao-tse/ Though he is not practical enough for the
Chinese, they treasure his works as literary masterpieces.
Who, even in the West, has not heard of his Berkeleyan
idealism ? 'Once I dreamt I was a butterfly. I awoke, and
there I was, a man. Now I know not if I was then a man
dreaming I was a butterfly, or if I am now a butterfly
dreaming I am a man/

His style may be judged by two other well-known
examples, printed here as illustrative readings, and in
death he remained true to his whimsical self.

His disciples, wishing to give him a grand funeral,
Chuang-tse said, 'With heaven and earth for my coffin
and shroud, with sun, moon, and stars for regalia, with all
creation to escort me, are not my funeral pomps to hand ?'

'We fear,* said the disciples, 'lest the kite eat our
master's body/

* Above ground/ said he, *I shall be food for kites, below,
I shall be food for mole-crickets and ants. Why rob one
to feed the other?' This is a theme early artists delighted
in, and his is a truly picturesque life. In his sense of the
all-pervading Tao, he met death serenely.

In the epilogue to the Chuang-tse it is written, *In para-
doxes, in daring words, with profound subtlety he let his
imagination soar. . .. Above he roams in the Company
of God: below he is the companion of such as are beyond
life and death, and deny the reality of beginning and end/

In Chuang-tse on the one hand and in Hsun-tse on the
other the world-denying and the world-affirming tend-
encies of Chinese thought find their full fruition. But until
the Sung era no systematic philosophy appears, and the
age-long debates as to whether man is by nature good or
evil are as barren as the question whether the debaters are
by nature rationalists or mystics. Man is both good and
evil: Chinese man is often both mystic and rationalist.

Chinese history is in some ways parallel to that of the
Greeks. Both peoples inherit an older culture, and develop
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